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1. I am honoured to be joining you this evening on yet another milestone event which is the inaugural Botswana Innovation Hub Companies Certification. 
2. The Botswana Innovation Hub Company and its subsidiary property Company were incorporated to develop and operate a Science and Technology Park with a strong component of the real estate business on the 57 hectare plot near the airport. 
3. Science and Technology Parks are sources of entrepreneurship, talent, and economic competitiveness, and key elements of the infrastructure supporting the growth of today's global knowledge economy. By providing a location in which government, universities and private companies cooperate and collaborate, science parks create environments that foster collaboration and innovation. They enhance the development, transfer, and commercialization of technology. 
4. The success of the Botswana Innovation Hub Companies shall be measured by the performance of the different entities housed and operating within the Park. To ensure success, administrative structures have been put in place to direct admission into the BIH. 
5. In 2009 following the establishment of the BIH, I commissioned a registration Committee out of the original Steering Committee that administered the establishment. This Committee is composed of members from Private Sector Companies and Parastatals. The Committee is tasked with assessing the submissions for admission as BIH companies. Some of the key elements that are considered include the ability of the Companies/Organisations to create employment and its potential to develop export oriented products and services.
6. The Registration Committee is the administrative setting that facilitates the process of admission and registration as a BIH tenant Company. The process of admission into the Hub allows allocation of registration certificates to the entities that qualify as BIH companies.
7. The BIH certificate carries key conditions for operating as a BIH tenant company. All registered entities commit to start their operations immediately in temporary facilities whilst the BIH buildings are being developed. The certification also describes incentives that are extended to the awarded company.
8. Government has facilitated for entities registered under the BIH to have access to special incentives. Key Statutory Instruments outlining the administrative process to access of these incentives are now in place. These incentives include: Favourable tax regimes facilitated through the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning; Innovation Fund to facilitate business development; training Grant to encourage skills retention, labour dispensation to facilitate work and residence permits for professionals, highly technical and managerial positions of entities registered under BIH. Different incentives are extended on a case by case basis in line with intended business in the Hub.
9. I would therefore like to collectively acknowledge plans that have today allowed the nine entities being recognised to have reached this far and become the first to be awarded BIH registration status. The collective plans form a strong basis for collaborative efforts among these entities that will stimulate innovation in the Hub. The entities represent the elements that are commonly referred to as the multiple helix of innovation, including academic/research institutes, Technology providers and Industries. We hope to nurture globally competitive companies and product lines from the innovative platform that we have established in the form of the Botswana innovation Hub. I therefore feel honoured to be associated with future potential drivers of this country’s economy.
10. I am told that there are currently thirty (30) Expressions of Interest submitted to the Hub so far, and apart from the nine entities being registered today there are a few more plans still to be assessed.  To these I say keep up the good work and sharpen your plans in line with the BIH registration requirements. 
11. Last but not least, I must say that we are also looking outwards to attract FDI companies with a global footprint whom we greatly admire for their consistency in doing business. We believe that these are the entities that would greatly enhance and uplift our young entrepreneurs and align their ideas to become globally competitive. 
12. In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, tonight we have, as our keynote speaker Mr. Shiletsi Makhofane - Head of Marketing and Strategy with Ericsson, Sub Saharan Africa Office - representing a truly global communications company. Our keynote speaker spoke so passionately about global trends in communications and ICT, that I feel should inspire the rest of us. I am happy to say that at the Hub we are in discussion with Ericsson to find synergies within the local setting for Ericsson to establish in the BIH as an anchor company. 
13. Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your attention. I shall now proceed to issue the certificates to the deserving entities.
