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The RE Botswana Project

GEF/UNDP USD3,000,000

Gov Botswana USD3,636,463

USD6,636,463

ÂSigned Oct 2005, Completion Oct 
2010

ÂBotswana Power Corporation (BPC) 
is the  implementing agency
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1. Reducing Botswanaôs energy related CO2

by substituting fossil fuels with PV and 
efficient cooking appliances, to provide 
basic energy services to rural homes and 
community users

2. Improving people's livelihoods by 
improving access to and affordability of 
modern energy services

Project Main Objectives
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1. Insufficient knowledge and information 
amongst end users and decision makers on 
available technologies

2. Constraints in access to finance by private 
sector and end users

3. High upfront costs coupled with inflexible 
payment terms for end users

Identified barriers to utilisation of 

renewable and low GHG 

technologies
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4. Lack of technical capacity and experience in 
renewable energy technologies

5. Existing legal/policy structures not conducive 
to implementation of delivery models

6. Weak linkages between private and public 
sector

7. Donor funded projects through public sector 
institutions lacking mandates to provide long 
term services

Identified barriers (contd)
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1. Delivery of Technology Packages ïTo 
implement 3 different delivery models 
targeting different end user groups and 
making use of different PV and 
PV/Efficient cooking appliances based 
technologies (Solar Electric Systems, 
recharging services, efficient cooking 
appliances and micro grids)

Key Project Components
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Lantern Charging Services

Â Suited to low income 
households

Â Small batteries or 
rechargeable lanterns 
provide light and power for 
small radios

Â Households buy lanterns 
and batteries, and then pay 
per recharge
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Solar PV Electric Systems

Â Households who now use 
candles and paraffin

Â 80Wp for 4 lights, TV, 
radio

ÂHouseholds ñrentò systems 
ïpay for service only and 
do not own the systems

Â Installation and 
maintenance are key to 
success
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Improved Wood Stoves
and hot bags

Â No viable alternative to 
wood in short term

Â Focus on reducing wood 
consumption

Â 60% reduction possible with 
low cost improved stoves 
(more if used with hot bag)

Â Saves time and money
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